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 Beacon Bits 

I have one or two related guilty pleasures ς they really confound and irritate Francie.  To be honest, I am not proud of 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳΧ {ǘƛƭƭΣ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻΥ L really ƭƛƪŜ WŀƳŜǎ .ƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ά²ƛǎŜƎǳȅέ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΦ  
The Bond movies need no explanation.  The others are films like The Godfather, Goodfellas and Donnie Brasco.  So what? 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΧ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŎǊƛƳŜΣ ƳƛǎƻƎȅƴȅ ŀƴŘ 
the love of things and money, among others.  I try to reason out why I like them and attempt to justify them with 
imagined socially rŜŘŜŜƳŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ όWŀƳŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ά5ƻƴƴƛŜέ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ C.L ŀƎŜƴǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
shut down the mob), but I still should just keep away from them.  They portray some pretty awful stuff, and frankly, they 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ the best witness and I am not watching them to the glory of God.   

These might be ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ άƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ [ŜƴǘΦέ 

Lent is just around the corner. It starts this month on Ash Wednesday, the 22ndΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ [ŜƴǘΚ  [Ŝƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
the Bible.  Jesus never talked about it.  Where did it come from?  Well, since the earliest days of the church, there has 
been some form ƻŦ [ŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
formalized period called LeƴǘΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊǘȅ-day period of spiritual 
preparation of the believer for Holy Week and Easter.  It was the time of training and catechizing new believers who were 
being prepared for baptism.   

Today these forty days, excluding Sundays ς that are seen as mini-Easters ςare set aside for prayer, meditation, fasting, 
almsgiving and self-denial.  Hence, the giving up of something.  It would be that denial of self that would drive my fasting 
from watching movies like /ŀǊƭƛǘƻΩǎ ²ŀȅ, for instance.  Some people give up Facebook.  Some give up soda and coffee.  
Others give up chocolate.  The traditionally Lent-observant person might give up something they truly enjoy so it would 
be a true denial of self. 

Am I suggesting you give something up for Lent?  No.  That is a decision made between you and God.  I am suggesting 
that you observe Lent, however, with time set aside for God (more time if you already do this).  Rather than giving up 
something for Lent, take on something. If you still want to give up something, do that and still add something.  Go for a 
daily walk with God.  Volunteer at the Food Pantry or tutor a child.  Spend more time in the Word.  Do the devotions we 
will be making available on February 19.  Read ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ 
that daily cup of Starbucks and give the money you save to someone who needs it.  Intentionally pray more or take on a 
prayer habit that has been missing in your life.  Again, seek GoŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ 
will make this Lent more meaningful for you leading to a greater celebration of Easter.  It will do your spirit good! 

Happy Lent! 
 
.Ŝ DƻŘΩǎ   ҌǇō 
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Date Offering 
Ministerial 
Alliance 

Building 
Fund Mission 

2nd 
Mission 8:00 AM 10:30 AM Total 

Sunday 
School 

1-Jan               65   

8-Jan           56 62 118 51 

15-Jan           53 69 121 59 

22-Jan    $            48 66 114 55 

 Total  Total  Total  Total  Total  Ave.  Ave.  Ave.  Ave.  

           39.25 49.25 88.25 41.25 

 

Godôs Steadfast Love 

ñLet them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wonderful works 
to humankind.ò  Psalm 107:8 

In many United Methodist Churches, The One Great Hour of Sharing is observed as a Special 
Sunday collection during Lent.  Our Mission Committee believes this important mission should 
be highlighted for the entire month of February! 

On behalf of the United Methodist Church, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 
brings hope and aid when a catastrophe strikes.   Jesus teaches us to bring healing and 
restoration wherever we can.  So much of what UCCOR does is about restoration: giving sight 
to the blind, building up farming communities, helping workers to become self-sufficient and 
reconstructing places destroyed by disaster.  UMCORôs specialized ministries ï responding in 
disasters, fighting hunger, alleviating poverty, providing relief supplies around the world, and 
offering hospitality to immigrants and refugees ï all assist the most vulnerable people whose 
need is the greatest, and in addition, we stay to assist survivors in rebuilding their lives. From 
helping soldiers reintegrate into their communities as productive citizens to feeding school 
children to establishing medical clinics in remote villages, we are hope for millions in over 80 of 
the poorest countries in the world.  Thatôs what United Methodists do in response to Godôs love. 

HEREôS WHY YOUR GIFT IS SO IMPORTANT 

Like your personal payments for housing and utilities, the One Great Hour of Sharing offering keeps the lights on and the 
UMCOR delivery system in place at home and around the world.     The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is essential to 
UMCOR as it receives no World Service funds or any other apportionments. Wherever Godôs people are in need, United 
Methodists expect their church to be aware and, whenever possible, to offer hope through prayers, physical help and 
financial support.  Through your gifts to this offering, United Methodists can assure that when catastrophes cause 
suffering, your church, will be in the lead to ease the pain.  Gifts to this offering lay the foundation of all of UMCORôs work 
by covering the òcosts of doing businessò.  This means that all gifts designated to a specific project can be spent 100% on 
that project because UMCORôs basic expenses are covered.  Any gifts that are over and above UMCORôs administrative 
costs are channeled where theyôre are most needed ï to assist the most vulnerable people whose need is the greatest.   

Life is Godôs gift to us. The compassion of Jesus makes all things new.  Your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing, 
channeled through the United Methodist Committee on Relief, open a door to healing and restoration for people who are 
suffering.  They enable the church to answer Jesusô call for us to offer our hands, heart and hope to the world.   Thank 
you for joining other United Methodists worldwide by supporting UMCORôs humanitarian aid in transforming hopelessness 
to hope by designating One Great Hour of Sharing on your checkôs memo line. 
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Valentineôs Dinner  /  Entertainment / Silent Auction 

Saturday, February 18, 2012 @ 5 p.m. 

 

       Tickets are for sale for the Valentineôs Dinner. The menu includes salad, spaghetti and 

noodles, bread, drinks and dessert. Anyone is invited to attend. Prices are $7.00 adults, $3.00 

for children ages 10 & younger. Younger children will be in the choir room with helpers and 

Laurel Marques. There will be separate activities for the children. 

The proceeds from the evening will go towards music items needed, including a piano 

microphone. There will be sign-up sheets for ticket sales in the rear of the sanctuary or see the 

listed hostesses. I still need 1 or 2 co-hostesses to help me set up.  

       If anyone has anything to donate for the silent auction or food items to donate, please see 

me. I can be reached at home @ 438-3154, cell 741-7491  or e-mail @ lindas5767@yahoo.com 

       Linda Smith, Adult Vocal Music Director 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
February  

Jeff Woodruff  
Erin Sorensen  
Helen Barlow  
Jennifer Frawley  
David Frawley  
Doug Miller  
Carrie Pillischafske  
Bill Burke  
David Venter  
Larry Marques  
Michele Schofield  
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
February  

Jack & June Rutherford  

Kraig & Paula Sorensen  

Marc & Jeanie Landers  

Matt & Leticia Lewis  

Jason & Barb Dozier  

David & Jennifer Frawley  

 

Shelby Landers  
Matthew Kurt Mangold  
Rachelle Pignon  
Kathleen Estock  
Melissa Courtney  
Bertha Herron  
Jack Rutherford  
Mario Clouser  
Don Dufour  
Leigh Ann Rigdon  
Sue Walker  
Carol Tomlin  
 

 

At a church meeting, a very wealthy man rose to tell the rest of those present about his Christian faith.  
 
"I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life. I remember that 
turning point in my faith. I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meeting that night. The 
speaker was a missionary who told about his work. I knew that I only had a dollar bill and I had to either give 
it all to God's work or give nothing at all. So at that moment, I decided to give my only dollar to God. I 
believe that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a rich man today."  
 
When he finished and moved toward his seat, there was an awed silence. As he sat down, a little old lady 
sitting in the same pew leaned over and said to him, "I dare you to do it again."  
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United Methodists Launch Free Mobile App  

Nashville, Tenn.:  Mobile device users can easily access information about The United 

Methodist Church  on the go with a new free United Methodist application. Developed 

by United Methodist Communications and Music City Networks, the app is now available 

for free download for iPad, iPhone and Android smartphone users.   

The application enables mobile access t o daily devotions, news, videos, photos, 

social media sites and a searchable index of United Methodist churches by geographic 

 ±¤ L>r§¤>ɶ_²ª>g­¥®q¤±µɷ>¥¤ ³´±¤>¢®­­¤¢³²>´²¤±²>¶§®>§ µ¤>°´¤²³¨®­²> ¡®´³>³§¤>

church or requests for resources with church staff wh o can help.  

 

Read more at   http://ow.ly/8HqZf  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 Mission Report 
 
The Mission Committee would like to thank our church family for supporting local, national and international missions with your 
gifts and prayers.  We have been able to be a source of help and hope to many people in various situations.  This is an overview of 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ нлмм ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΥ 
             Jan.   School Mission-$415 

             86 school supply items; 28 items of socks, hats, gloves, scarves 
          Kumler-$15 

             Feb.  One Great Hour-$400 
             Mar. Camping-$275 

         After Prom-$275 
         UMCOR Japan Emergency-$430 

             Apr.  Imagine No Malaria-$610 
             May  Golden Cross-$275 

         Konner Dudley Jamaica Mission Trip-$385  
             June  U.S. Spring Storms, 2011-$455 
             July   School Mission-$440 + 253 items (socks & school supplies) 
    4 milk scholarships ($350) given to the grade school. 
            Aug.  Priscella Legay Jaiah (Liberia Missionary)-$920 + $109.33 Collection of Change 
            Sept. Auburn Ministerial Alliance-$362.50 
                     Helping Hands-$212.50 
            Oct.  Kumler -$335 
            Nov. Special Sundays-$718 
            Dec.  Midwest Mission Distribution Center-$220 
         Kumler Outreach Ministries/Tuesday Night Hospitality House-$205 
                 Numerous travel size toiletries, 1 blanket, 2 coats, 2 sleeping bags 

        ILCAPP (Illinois Church Action on Alcohol & Addiction Problems-$100 
 

Our mission outreach is amazing ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ !¦a/ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ  CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 
Youth Club, Bible School, the youth Sunday school classes, UMYF, UMW, the Corn Festival Committee and individuals to various 
missions. Adults and youth have given of their time and talents collecting food and working in the Auburn Food Pantry, Stronghold 
2011 working in the Auburn Community and more.  We remained a 5-Star Church and received special recognition by the 
/ƘŀŘŘƻŎƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ DƻƭŘŜƴ /ǊƻǎǎΦ  Thanks to youΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
in need.  God has truly blessed our church!  
                                                                                                                                                     
Your mission committee looks forward to providing local, national and international missions to support in 2012.  Please contact 
our committee if you have a mission you would like considered.  UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, has a hotline 
one can subscribe to by e-mail, which gives weekly updates on national and international needs.  The e-mail address is 
umcor@gbgm-umc.org; or, you may call 1-800-841-1235.  We ask for your continued prayers for those who suffer from hunger, 
poverty, natural and man-made disasters and for the many who aid in relief efforts.    

 

 

Scan to 

Download App 

http://ow.ly/8HqZf
mailto:umcor@gbgm-umc.org
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February 2012 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

3:15 - Youth Club 
6:30 - Bell Choir 
7:30 - Adult Choir 
 

2 
5:50 - Zumba  

 
7:00 pm - Worship 

Committee 

3 
 

4 
 
6:30 ï Playground 
Trivia 

5 
SOUPER BOWL 

OF CARING 
 
 

Project X  

Superbowl 

Party  

 

6 
 

5:50 - Zumba 

7 
 

4:30-Confirmation 
Class 
 

8 
8:00 am - Auburn 

Ministerial  
3:15 - Youth Club 
6:30 - Bell Choir 
7:30 - Adult Choir 
 

9 
5:50 - Zumba  

 
7:00 pm - Missions 

 

10 
 

11 

12 
 

6 pm -  

Project X  
 

13 
  5:50 - Zumba  
 

 
 

6:30 - Boy Scout 
Troop Comm. 

14 

 
4:30-Confirmation 

Class 

15 
3:15 - Youth Club 

 

16 
5:50 - Zumba  

 
7:00 ï Hospitality 

Committee 

17 

 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

6 pm -  

Project X  
 

20 
5:50 - Zumba  

 
 

21 
 

 
4:30-Confirmation 
Class 
 

22 
 

3:15 - Youth Club 
 
7:00 ï Ash 
Wednesday 
Worship 

23 
 
5:50 - Zumba  
7:00 pm - UMW 
 

24 
 

25 
 
6:30 ï Boy Scout 
Trivia 

26 
Noisy Offering 

6 pm -  

Project X  
 

27 
5:50 - Zumba 

28 
4:30-Confirmation 

Class 
 

5:45 - Ladies Nite 
Out 

 

29    

 

All Times PM unless notedé 

Boy Scouts - Every Monday, 7 pm 
Ladies Exercise Class - 7 am - Mon, Weds & Fri 
Girl Scouts- 2nd & 4th Sundays, 4:30 pm 
 

Pastor at Covenant 
Keepers 
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tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ·  - {ǳǇŜǊ .ƻǿƭ tŀǊǘȅ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ рΣ нлмн 

Ϸр ŜŀŎƘΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ Υύ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tackle Hunger with 

Souper Bowl of Caring! 
 

You and your child can make a difference! 

Help us take care of our neighbors in need. 
OUR COLLECTION OF FOOD AND  

MONETARY DONATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE: 

February 5, 2012  
 

We will donate our collection to  

Auburn Food Pantry 
 

Help us reach our goal of 100% participation as we teach students the 

power of making a difference in the lives of others! 

 

Project X  - Super Bowl Party 

February 5, 2012 

$5 each, bring your friends :) 

Project X  - Super Bowl Party 

February 5, 2012 

$5 each, bring your friends :) 

Project X  - Super Bowl Party 

February 5, 2012 

$5 each, bring your friends :) 

Project X  - Super Bowl Party 

February 5, 2012 

$5 each, bring your friends :) 

Project X  - Super Bowl Party 

February 5, 2012 

$5 each, bring your friends :) 

Project X  - Super Bowl Party 

February 5, 2012 

$5 each, bring your friends :)  

Playground Trivia Night  

February 4th  

Doors open at 6:30, Trivia at 7 pm  

10 Players at a table,  

$10 per player 

MC: Mr. Mark Dudley 

 

Snacks & Beverages  

Donations Accepted  

For Concession Area 


